
Artful Snippets Studio & Art School 
 

ART CLASS STARTING POINTS   

 
 
Important Preparation for Class 
 
A starting point will be adapted to your skill level and chosen areas of interest and learning.  
 
Many of our beginners start with foundational drawing skills (Beginners Drawing Course) focusing on the basics as well as design 
elements and principles to aid understanding of form. These skills are transferrable to any medium such as painting or using 
watercolours. We often find many painters who cannot draw realise their drawing skills are lacking, but after completing a 
drawing course find this improves skill and confidence dramatically resulting in better artworks!  
 
Some students (whether experienced or not) like to begin immediately on an acrylic or oil painting - with teaching and guidance 
as to what subject matter to select. More experienced students prefer inspiration/direction, specific instruction, micro-lessons 
and feedback on pieces. A beginner drawer is also more than welcome to begin a drawing of choice from an image or photo 
immediately - we will teach you selective drawing strategies for success this way. However, it is suggested if you are a true 
beginner to complete our Drawing Course, which also incorporates drawing from your own images when students are ready. It 
depends on your focus and where you'd like to take things - as we get to know you and your skill sets, this will be expanded on.  
 
It's a good idea to get started on a piece (drawing, painting, mixed media etc) as well as work on appropriate skill development 
tasks or suggestions set by your teacher at the same time. When class is busy, you may have to wait for feedback and direction, 
use these images to work on a piece of your own over the term. 
 

BEGINNER DRAWERS COURSE - please note: your images or subjects you choose to work from will come in handy after a 
number of lessons of building up your skills first. If you have more confidence you may begin your own piece quicker 
alongside set tasks. Please inform your teacher if you require more challenge or a change in direction. 
 
BEGINNER PAINTERS & OTHERS – your images will need to be ready for your first class! We will be using them immediately. 

 
 

IMAGE PREPARATION: 
 

1) We suggest whichever direction you go, find, PRINT and email us a few images of subjects (photos/artists' 
works/images/subjects/styles) which you really like. This should include some which you feel are achievable and some 
which will challenge you. We will use these as inspiration for your own art pieces. This also helps us to get to know you. 
We will of course guide you in this direction based on your skills.  
 

2) For beginners, we suggest simpler things to start. (Please, no portraits initially unless you’ve have prior experience. 
Without meaning to discourage, portraiture is one of the most difficult subjects to draw or paint. It requires set classes 
and time to focus on us teaching you HOW to see a face and translate this into drawing or painting. The general 
foundational skills you learn in class will be your building blocks for portraiture.) 
 

3) Each subject incorporates its own set of skills to learn. Eg. a rose encourages us to analyse tonal values, geometric 
shape and proportion. If painting a rose or using soft pastels, it also encourages learning how to blend colour. A tiger 
face encourages breaking down features into simpler shapes in order to find correct placement and proportion; as well 
as techniques on how to draw or paint ‘fluffiness.’ This can be more complex. 
 

Some simpler subjects (not limited to!): 
- Roses, magnolias – open view from the top. Poppies and other flowers in vases. 
- Still life (these can be very interesting!) Tea cups and tea pots. 
- Fruit 
- Simple landscape photograph with some trees (eg. watercolour, soft pastel, painting). 
- An abstract 
- Fluffy animals (eg. tiger faces) are a bit more complex and suggested after a little experience. 

 
4) Please PRINT your pictures (A4) in colour as well as black/white. No digital screens as these are a real challenge to work 

from. We also have a digital projector available should you wish to begin with a painting of a particular image/photo 
immediately rather than draw. Images for projector use will need to be put on a USB or emailed the week before you 
wish to use them. Please make sure you inform us a few days beforehand if you would like to use the projector so 
that we have the equipment available. If you are painting, you’ll need a canvas. 

 


